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But as the film's popularity builds, Friedman isn't the only one making ﬁ@ )LC.CB k Aing

demands. Peggy Oki, contacted in Australia via e-mail, declined to be mnot
quoted in this story without a guarantee that her website (which most’

hawks her marine-life landscape paintings) would be mentioned. In it Mbeim-
lar fashion, Friedman agreed to sell TONY therights to print one of ABeanab-
photos only under the condition that the magazine plug his new book,

Dogtown—The Legend of the Z-Boys. “If some of us seemabrasive, or not T g Z-Boys
very cooperative, it's only because Sony has not paid usanythingandis  accomplis.. Sseated that
exploitative and rude,” Friedman explains. SPC co-president Tom his film capsui. SMimmge with

Bernard responds, “It's unfortunate that Glen Friedman has alienated  Skip and Paul Conste. Bmmk Tony's
himself from the producersand directorsof the movie, whoarethepeople  ready to cry, he's huggingms.. sk wothis
who would pay him. Sony Pictures Classics has nothing to do with the  and pulled this off” he says. *I'ma. - doeg o Sem. For
payment, and has no interaction with Glen Friedman.” (Friedman admits  me, too, but to see the smiles on their face. rlcoy mpe”

that he received “a very minimal fee” when Dogtown was “stillan indepen-
dent film,” though not from SPC.) Although it has no official connectionto  Dogtown and Z-Boys s out April 26.
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Park and ride oo somcce
At the city's three terrain lots, ~ "™e® & to wwwchelseaplers.com.
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it's skate or die ey Rob Erickson This Upper West Side park was born in 1995, after

or those with the chutzpah to dodge cabbies, the city, the Salvadori Educational Center and a
people, bikas, dogs and a zillion other group called Built Environment teamed to replace a
obstacles, NYC Is one endless skateboard druginfested playground. “Prior to this, parents
park (just be sure to stay off the forbidden wouldn't even take their kids near the shaded plot
sidewalks). But if you prefer a littie less clutter in of land,” says Andy Hessler, a skaleboarder who
your air, you'll want to hit a legit skate-rat zone. helped assemble the project. That first season,

NYC's five boroughs currently have three, with
terrain from beginner to expert and skaters from
old school to no school. Now go shred.

Extreme Park at Chelsea Plers

“It's a safe place that caters to every age and type
of skater,” says Luiz Loule, an Instructor here, who
has taught five-year-old kids screaming “Tony Hawk!™
and brittle-boned stockbrokers allke to ride the
ramps. Sessions at the 20,000-square-foot park are
open to both inline skaters and asphalt surfers, but
the |atter dominate the banks and ledges. The
course, open four years, has recently been
redesigned, and you can now break your head on a
miniramp, launch box or wall ride in addition to the
old quarter pipes. Skaters must buy a $10 Extreme
Card and complete a waiver for entry (those under
18 must have a parent's signature); sessions are
$12.50 for 3 to 5 hours, depending on the day, or
$19 for all-day (10am to Tpm). Helmets and elbow
and knee pads are required, so those who shun
neopreng should go to another park.

Chelsea Piers Sports Center, Pler 62, West Side
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more than 3,000 bikers, boarders and Inline-skaters
registered, and attendants have kept it exciting ever
since with an annual reconfiguration of the layered-
steel ramps, Skaters here can make tracks on a
quarter pipe. a wall ride and a small pyramid box,
plus a 40-foot-wide miniramp and a 24-foot-wide
vertical ramp. “It's a mellow environment with open,
fiat space and ramps that are a good size to leam
on,” Kessler says. Helmets are required; 17 and
under must have a parent-signed release form.
Users pay $2 to hang from noon to dusk.
Riverside Park at 108th St {212-496-2006).
Subway: 1 to 110th St-Cathedral Pkwy. The skate
park is at the bottom of the hill, near the water.

Owl's Head Park

Nestled deep in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, Owl's Head is
the newest addition to NYC's skateboarding scene.
It's furnished with not only a street course but alsa
two five-foot-deep bowls linked by spines 1o a nine-
foot-deep, peanut-shaped bowl complete with tiles
and coping. The street course mixes cement and
wooden banks with transitions, hips and pyramids,




